
 

 

 

   

 

 
MAYORAL MINUTE NO. 15/2019 

 

FAREWELL AND THANK YOU TO EVELYN LESTER 

 
22 OCTOBER 2019 

 

Councillors,  

Tonight is a special occasion as we publicly recognise and thank the incredible Evelyn Lester for 
over 11 years of service to the Hills region as the Local Controller of The Hills Shire SES. It is a 
delight to have Evelyn with us here this evening and to be able to personally pay tribute to her.  

Evelyn was first appointed to the position of the Unit Commander on the 11 July 2008 and has 
led her team and the community through many emergency situations. During her time as the 
Commander she was responsible for increasing the Hills SES Membership to the point it is now 
one of the biggest units in the State, guiding and nurturing countless emergency service 
volunteers, counselling those who had lost everything, reassuring people through the tough 
times and being the person that all of us can turn too and guide us through a natural disaster. 
For most of us, we took comfort in knowing that if there was an emergency, Evelyn would be 
there leading the way ensuring the safety of our community and assisting with the clean-up.  

Evelyn’s contribution however has always gone well beyond her role description. Hard work, 
dedication, commitment and going ‘above and beyond the call’ were just the beginning. During 
her time as the SES Controller, she became an integral part of this community volunteering up 
to 60 hours per week with the Hills SES on top of supporting and attending numerous 
community and charity events. In fact it is hard to remember a community event or charity event 
that Evelyn hasn’t been at.  

I imagine being a Unit Commander would not be easy at time and throughout Evelyn’s years in 
charge, there would have been many challenging situations to deal with and many tasks that 
went unacknowledged - yet through it all Evelyn remained selfless, positive and cheerful, and I 
can’t thank her enough for the incredible legacy she has created.  

Words cannot even begin to express our gratitude to you Evelyn for your service to the Hills 
Community. You have shown strong leadership in times of crisis, helped to increased local SES 
membership and have trained, nurtured and inspired countless volunteers. Your ongoing 
commitment to helping others, building a successful and motivated team, and ensuring people 
felt safe and supported are testimony to your character. You are also exceedingly kind, 
generous to a fault and always up for a challenge – all necessary attributes for a successful   
Unit Commander. Evelyn is also perhaps one of the most humble people I know, who has 
quietly achieved so much in her role but has never once looked for accolades or awards. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Evelyn, you were more than just the Local Controller for many of us in this room, you became a 
friend and a mentor. You will be sorely missed in the role of Local Controller and you certainly 
leave big shoes to fill. My only regret is that we weren’t able to open the new “Evelyn Lester Hills 
SES Headquarters” during your tenure. The new SES headquarters has been your vision and 
dream to provide a facility that meets future needs of our growing region.  It is a promise this 
Council made to the Hills SES and one which we will deliver on.  

I personally want to thank you Evelyn for actively taking a keen role in the betterment of The 
Hills Community. Thank you for your years of dedication, hard work and sacrifice for our 
community. Thank you for your friendship and I hope you won’t be a stranger but remain an 
active part of our community albeit in a different role.  

 Evelyn, on behalf of the Councillors, staff and The Hills Shire community, thank you for your 
unwavering support and outstanding contribution to our region and its people. The strength of 
Hills SES is a lasting testament to your passion, devotion and commitment to the Hills and your 
legacy will continue to live on through the initiatives you’ve established. 

 A big thank you once again for your service. Your words of wisdom, your positive approach and 
your big heart will surely be missed here at Council and in the wider Hills community.  

This is not good bye but rather a Farewell and good luck and we hope to see you again in The 
Hills real soon.   

 

MOTION                    

 
Accordingly I move:  
 
1.         This Mayoral Minute be received. 
 
2.         Council present Evelyn Lester with a plaque in recognition of her work in our  
            community.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dr Michelle Byrne  
MAYOR  
 


